Parent Connection Swap Meet Boy Scout fundraiser

Scripps Memorial Hospital sponsors an organization called the Parent Connection, formerly they were called “Las Madres,” this organization plays many roles in the lives of families, it’s possible that your child may have been a member of a playgroup during their preschool years.

The Parent Connection hosts a couple of Family Swap Meets annually. Their swap meets are typically held in parking lots and each “seller” pays a fee and in return gets a parking space size area to sell their goods. Hundreds of Mothers that are either expecting or have preschool age children line up and pay $2.00 pp to purchase nearly new children’s items.

A flyer about an upcoming swap meet at Canyon Crest Academy on Sunday Apr. 26 came in the mail recently.  In the past I have seen Women struggling with stacks of bulky items they had bought with no way to get everything to the car. I contacted The Parent Connection and asked if the boys in our Troop could offer their services in return for a donation and was met with much enthusasiam over the idea.  They have offered us two booths, one at each entrance for no cost and suggested the boys create a small half page flyer detailing their services and pass it out to the consumers standing in line. Buyer’s start lining up around 7:30 am for the 9 am opening.  They also suggested the boys create 2 posters, one for each booth, identifying the Scout booth with a slant on the boys fundraising goal.

The boys could bring wagons or other wheeled conveyances to move the items, if they have access to them, a Radio Flyer wagon would also work well. Mr. Deane has offered to let us use his companies rolling platforms, it sounds like they would require a box to place things in. I suggest each Scout bring some rope, in case they need to tie off the items.

 The PC offers a spot to hold purchases allowing their Patrons to pull up and load curbside; our boys could also provide assistance there. At the end of the day, the seller’s often donate a majority of their unsold items to charitable organizations that have a truck onsite. The boys might also offer their services to help the sellers move their items to the donation trucks. 

Pam at the PC told me that her nephew used to just volunteer his service and would end up getting fairly large tips, $5.00, $10.00 sometimes $20.00.

I am happy to organize this for our boys because I believe it important to offer kids an opportunity to earn money for summer camp. 

Arrive 7:30 am set up booths, 8:00 am pass out flyers to people in line, the boys will rotate, when one comes back they are in the back of the line. The first boy in line gets the next person requesting help. I will have manilla envelopes for the boys at my booth, when they come back they will deposit their cash in their folder, I will guard the folders. To keep our boys more comfortable, the two sunshades need to be used and chairs are always nice to have. If family owns a camping chair, please send it with your son. We probably should bring a large cooler filled with ice water. 

